2l6                           GORING

Hitler had resolved to strike, but he still hesitated.
Quite simply he was afraid. Then on the evening of
29 June he got news that Goring meant to act. The
Reichswehr had given Frick to understand that it was
going to take its own steps and at least disarm the SA,
unless the disbanding of the organization was pro-
claimed by i July at latest. Hitler could not any
longer draw back : either he had to suppress the SA
or be witness to the army's coup d'dtat. Krupp had put
forward the same demand. Well, it had to be, it must
be!

Meanwhile, Gftring had become .more and more sure
of himself. He once more telegraphed to Hitler;
this time he wanted to force a decision which was
already come to in principle. He simply telegraphed
that the SA formations were already prepared for the
coup d'ttat and were going to occupy the Government
buildings. There was not a word of truth in this, but
this did not stop Hitler from declaring later : "At
one o'clock in the night I received from Berlin and
Munich two urgent and alarming messages." In the
belief that the SA's coup d'tiat had already been started,
the Chancellor afterwards justified his measures as
follows : " Under such circumstances there was only
one decision I could take : if the disaster was to be
warded off at all, then there must be lightning action.
Only a ruthless and bloody intervention could perhaps
still make it possible to prevent the revolt spreading.
And there was nothing else to say but that it was better
to crush a hundred trouble-makers, confederates, and
conspirators than to let tens of thousands of innocent
SA men otherwise shed their blood."
As to putting down the revolt, there are no words